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PREFACE.

THE civil institutions of the United States could
not bave been formed without the separation of Church
and State, and could not continue to exist if they were
again united. Christianity could not maintain its prim-
itive purity if politics and religious faith were mingled
together; nor could the State preserve its capaecity to
provide for the general welfare if subjected to the do-
minion of ecclesiastical authority. Our success as a
nation is mainly attributable to the fact that these sen-
timents are deeply imbedded in the American mind.

A party pledged to restore to thie pope the temporal
power which the Italian people have taken away, must
necessarily be politico-religious in character, because it
proposes to interfere with the temporal affairs of one of
the European nations. = And if the attempt to do this
is justified upon the ground that such restoration in-
volves religious duty, any one can see that the obliga-
tion is the same in the United States as in Italy, for the
laws of God do not shift to suit the exigencies of human
affairs,

In the times before the Reformation the temporal -
affairs of Governments were required to conform to the
commands of the ecclesiastical authority—that is, the
pope—and it was held to be a necessary and essential
part of religion that this union should be continued, no
matter what might be the degree of popular ignorance
and humiliation, * The founders of our Government
started out upon a different theory, believing it to be
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their duty to separate “the things of God” from “the -
things of Ceesar,” so that each could reach perfection in
its own distinct sphere, Therefore, it is clear that a
politico-religious party in this country, pledged to unite
Church and State in Ifaly, against the expressed will of
the Italian people, not only must oppose one of the fun-
damental principles of our Government, but disturb the
public peace. |

To my mind it is also clear that a nation acts polit--
ically, and not religiously, when it decides upon the
structure of its temporal Government—that is, whether
its affairs sball be managed by an absolute or elective
monarch, or by machinery provided by a written consti-
tution. I have, therefore, refrained from the discussion
or criticism of religious belief—as it is understood in
the American sense—any further than it is made the
pretext for the reversal of this opinion, so generally
prevalent in this country. It would be an evil day for
the people of the United States if they should be per-
suaded to permit any power whatsoever, whether tempo-
ral or spiritual, at home or abroad, to share with them
any portion of their political authority, or to dictate, in
any degree, the measures of their civil polity.

In reminding those into whose hands this volume
may chance to fall, of their obligations of citizenship
under our popular form of government, I have found it
absolutely necessary to portray the character of the Jes-
uits, but for whom, in my opinion, there would be but
little to disturb us, - This society has nothing in common
with American ideas or principles. It represents mon-
archism in its most despotic and obnoxious form, by
requiring each of its members to impersonate the most
abject servility, and to accept this humiliation as an ab- .
solutely necessary part of religious faith. It has had a
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history unlike that of any other society in the world.
In pointing out its origin and tracing its footprints
among the nations, I bave relied upon- the most un-
doubted authority, much of which is furnished by Jesuit
authors, A careful examination of the evidence will
leave the mind of the reader in no doubt as to the
odium which rested upon the society from the beginning,
as well as the manner in which it has disturbed the
quiet vf the nations, defied the popes themselves when
" adverse to them, and disregarded the interest, welfare,
and harmony of the Church it professed to serve, when
required by its general. | ,
I have deemed it important to trace out some of the
leading events which have transpired under the pontifi-
cates of Gregory XVI, Pius IX, and Leo XIII, up to
the present time. In this way only is it possible to
understand the full meaning of the revolution which led
to Italian unity and the overthrow of the temporal power
of the pope by Romgn Catholic populations, and what
is involved in the demand for its restoration. In doing
this I have considered only such matters as are politico-
religious, in the sense common among the people of the
United States, and which can not be made a part of re-
ligious faith without doing violence to the recognized
spirit of our eivil institutions. Thus I have avoided
any conflict with those who prefer the Roman Catholic
to the Protestant form of religious belief, for the express
reason that I have neither the purpose nor desire to
question their right to do so. It seems to me that the
constitutional gnarantee which protects this right onght
to be satisfactory to all, and can not be disturbed with-
out imperiling our Government. Therefore, all I desire
will be accomplished iif I shall succeed in convincing
thoughtful Roman Catholics that it will be far better
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for all of us if they shall dechne to accept the polzt:ca-
‘religious teachings of the Jesuits as a part of their re-
ligious faith, and content themselves without interference
with the political affairs of their Christian brethren in
Italy. They may maintain fidelity to the Government
as patriotically as professed Protestants, without abating
their devotion to the spiritual doctrines which prevailed
in their Church before the fall of the Roman Empire
enabled the popes to place the crown of temporal royalty
upon their heads. To this end I would, if permitted,
appeal to that portion of our population in-all sincerity,
and invoke the exercise of their intelligence no less
than their patriotism. And if any of them shall peruse
this volume, and carefully consider its -contents, they
will see that what I have written centers in the hope
that the Protestants and Roman Catholics of the United
States shall live together in the concord of Christian
fellowship, emulating each other in those things that
shall tend most to promote their mutual happiness, and
preserve for their common posterity the civil and relig-
ious liberty guaranteed by our Constitution and laws.
There are abundant evidences to show that the Jes-

uits have adopted a loose code of morality, upon which
they have built up a system of “ moral theology * as irrec-
oncilable with the true teachings of the Roman Catholic
religion as they are with the well-established doctrines
of all Protestant Christians. But I have refrained from
any discussion of these, not only because this is suffi-
‘ciently done by Pascal and Bert, in France, and by nu-
merous American authors, but because my main object
is to show that the triumph of the Jesuits in this coun-
try would bring about such a condition of things as
would imperil our civil institutions. Tliey teach as
religious doctrines necessary to salvation the following:
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That the State must be reunited with the Church, and
be required to obey its spiritual commands in the enact-
ment of laws; that the Roman Catholic religion shall
be established by law as the only true religion, and
every other form of religious belief treated and punished
as heresy ; that, along with this destruction of the free-
dom of religious belief, there must be corresponding re-
strictions placed upon the liberty of speech and of the
press; that the Roman Catholic Church shall be recog-
nized as an organization exempt from obedience to all
our laws relating to the ownership and management of
real property; that the clergy of that Church shall be
also exempt from obedience to the laws as other eciti-
zens, and shall obey only such as the pope may pre-
seribe ; and that our common-school system of education
must be absolutely and entirely destroyed. If, in these
things, the Jesuits should obtain success, our Govern-
ment would necessarily come to an end; and what this
volume contains his been written alone with the view
of making this question plain and palpable to the ordi-
pary reader. I have written from thé standpoint of an
American citizen, thoroughly impressed with the belief
that this is the most prosperous country in the world,
and not from that of a theologian. About the duties
and obligations of the former to the Government, I as-
sume to have learned something from both instinct and
education ; but about the metaphysical subtleties of the
theologians, I do not trouble myself.

I know how difficult it is to escape the accusation of
8 persecuting spirit from those who, like the Jesuits, -
allow nothing for honest differences of opinion. This,
however, ought not to be permitted to interfere with
.the.. plain and obvioas duty of defending our civil insti-
tutions from any assault made upon them, no matter by
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whom, or in whose name, the assailing forces shall be
marshaled, With the consciousness, therefore, that this
volume may subject me to the imputation of unchar-
itableness from some upon whom I would inflict no
injury in return, I have expressed myself with candor
and fairness, and have written nothmg in malice.

R, W.T.
Terrg Havre, 1894,
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FOOTPRINTS OF THE JESUITS.

-
P

CHAPTER I.
INTRODUCTORY.

Tee American people have imbibed, from association, the
spirit of their civil institutions, and are ready at all times to
repel any direct assault upon them. They are, however, so
actively engaged in their various pursuits, that multitudes
of them fail to realize the necessity of inquiring whether the
oconflict between opposing principles of government which re- -
sulted in our national independence, has or has not ended—
whether, in other words, the victory the founders of the Re-
public won over monarchism, is or is not final,

Those who won this victory intended to provide against
this seeming want of vigilance by means of some system of
education, which should assimilate the principles and opin-
ions of the people, as a perpetnal bulwark against aggression.
This would have been accomplished long ago if the paternal
counsels of Presidents Washington and Madison had been
beeded as they deserved to be,——that we should educate
‘““our youth in the science of government,”! under the au-
spices and protection of national authority, Instead of this,
we have considered ourselves sufficiently shiclded by our sys-
tem of public-school education, under State control, and
bave mainly relied upon this to fit our children for citizen-
ship and self-government. Hitherto, we have not been se-

1 Washington’s Eighth and Madison’s Second Message, -
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riously disturbed by the apprehension that it would result in
failure, and for that reason it has been maintained with great
popular unanimity. It is -now, however, assailed with vio-
lence, and, manifestly, with the purpose of destroying it en-
tirely. Hence, we are all required, by obligations we can
not rightfully evade, to rest long enough from our active
avocations to discover, if possible, why this is—what motives
impel the assailants—and whether or no they desire to sub-
stitute.other principles of government for ours, by turning
us back upon a course we have solemnly repudiated.

In addition to other works of like character but less
ability, there is one, extensively circulated in this country,
from the pen of a writer conspicuous for his learning and
ability. ~ The author asserts without disguise. that what he
calls ““Catbolicity "—that is, what the Roman popes tanght
when they were temporal monarchs—has been more bene-
ficial to the world and more civilizing in its influences upon
mankind than Protestantism, not alone in a social, but in &
political, religious, and literary point of view. His argument
proceeds from the Jesuit standpoint, and may be summed
up in a single sentence,—that Protestantism has placed man-
kind in a far worse condition than they were when domi-
nated over by papal kings.®

This work was intended to counteract the effect produced
by the writings of Guizot, the great French historian, who
maintained, by eloquent and matchless reasoning, that mean-
kind had been improved, in every point of view, by the in-
fluences of Protestantism. Accordingly, it was translated
from Spanish, in which language it was originally written,
into French and German, and extensively circulated in
France and Germany. It soon acquired the reputation
among the Jesuits of being unanswerable, and on that ac-
count was regarded, in the conflict between progress and
retrogression, like heavy ordnance in battle—a suitable
weapon with which to attack Protestantism and its institu-

- 3 Protestantism and Cathohcu;y Compared in their Eﬁ'ecte on
the Civilization of Europe, By the Rev. 1. Balmes, )
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tions in the seat of its greatest strength, Therefore it was
transiated jnto the English language, and printed by two pub-
lishing-houses in the United States, for circulation among
the American people. An American preface is attached,
wherein these propositions are affirmed: First, that Protest-
antism compels its votaries to infidelity, by its variations of
belief; second, that civilization was not only commenced but
~was prospering under * Catholicity,” when it was retarded
by Protestantism, which is unfavorable and injurious fo it;
and, third, that the principles of Protestantism are incompat-
ible with the happiness of mankind and ‘ unfavorable to
civil liberty.”

This preface—which manifestly bears the Jesuit impress—
was intended to notify American readers, beforehand, that
the three foregoing propositions are maintained in the body
of the work, and to prepare their minds for the acceptance
of them. Its reprint and circulation in the United States
conld have had no other object than to inculcate the belief
that what the people of this country have supposed to be
the advantages they have derived from Protestant institu-
tions are, in fact, absolutely injurious to them, and that
their condition would be improved by the revival of such as
existed during the Middle Ages, before the Reformation.

By giving prominence to political matters, and discussing
them from the Jesuit point of view, this author presents a
plain, distinct, and practical issue between progress and ret-
rogression, He intends to make it as plain to the minds of
his readers as it seems to be to his own, that Governments
constructed upon the monarchical plan confer more happiness
and prosperity upon society than those upon the Protestant
plan of self-government. Evidently it was with the hope of dis-
seminating this belief that this work has been reprinted and
circulated in the United States so extensively that it is be~
lieved to have become a standard authority among the Jesuit
enemies of Protestantism. If it does nothing else, however,
it apprises our Protestant population that a powerful influ-

- ence exists among them which is. uncompromisingly hostile
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to the principles which underlie the whole structure of their
Government. And, being thus apprised, their indifference
would be little less than criminal; because their adroit
aggressor% would - construe it into fear of possible conse-
quences, or assign it to their inability to combat successfully
the arguments supplied by this work, whose author is an ac-.
knowledged monarchist.

The differences between popular and monarchical govern-
‘ments*are well known, and appear at every point of compar-
ison which has arisen during the course of events since the
Reformation of the sixteenth century. The former have
achieved their completest triumphs where Protestantism pre-
vails, and in its presence the latter have been compeiled
either entirely to surrender their pretensions, or to abate
their demands for absolutism. Until the Reformation became
an accomplished fact, monarchism was maintained by uniting
Church and State, and employing their joint authority to
coerce obedience from the multitude. The dominion thus
acquired: condemned selfgovernment by the people as both
heresy and treason, punishable at the pleasure of those who
held the reins of authority in their bands. It took many
years of conflict to change this condition of affairs; and
when the people of the United States were, in the course of
events, placed in a condition to choose between this coercive
system and that which was the natural outgrowth of Protest-
antism, and to construet & Government for themselves, their
wisdom was sufficient to assure them that any plan of gov-
ernment they adopted would result in failure, unless they
distinguished between their politics and their religion by sep-
arating the Church from the State, and by so framing their
civil institutions as to reserve to themselves alone the entire
sovereignty over them. If either of these essential prerequi-
gites bad been omitted, all exertions to better and improve
their condition would have resulted in failure, as all readers
of history know. Instead of failure, however, they created
& Government which has-survived the vicissitudes of more
than a huodred years, is now supplying protection to more
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than sixty millions of people, and has reached a most com-
manding position among the leading nations; if, indeed, its
influence over the happiness and prosperity of mankind does
not surpass that of any of them. Of this we may be assured,
that the measure of its success has been such as to incite
among other peoples the desire to imitate its exampie; and
that the conflicts of opinion which now agitate the world
give reasonable promise that the popular right of self-gov-
ernment may, in less than another century of time, be uni-
versally recognized. To this end the American people gre
obliged to contribute by warding off every blow aimed at
their institutions by either domestic or alien adversaries, es-
pecially when these blows are aimed, as some of them are,
at the fundamental principles of their government.

The influence of our example finds a striking llustration
in the revolution in Italy in 1870, which abolished the tem-
poral power, or kingship, of the pope, separated the State -
from the Church,and established a constitutional form of
government in place of the absolute monarchism which had
prevailed, almost uninterruptedly, for many centuries. The
fires of this revolution had been burning for a long time,
kindled originally by oppressions, which had been so magni-
fied that the people could endure them no longer. Their
culminating point was the passage of the Conciliai Decree,
called a ““Dogmatic Constitution,” whereby it was declared
that the pope was infallible, and eould not err in matters per-
taining to faith or morals; that is, within such spheres of
governmental, social, and individual duties and -obligations
as the pope alone, for the time being, should decide to be
included in his spiritual and pontifical jurisdiction. This act
was considered the consummation of the ** Jesuit plan,” at
w.rhich the Italian people had been so incensed but a short
time before, that Pope Pius IX had been compelled to expel
the members of that odious society from Rome. The conse-
quence was that the fires which popular indignation had kin-
dled grew hotter, and it became impossible to extinguish them
except by assuring complete success to the revolution, . There-



2872 Vatican Assassins

20 FOQOTPRINTS OF THE JESUITS.

fore, the ink with which this decree of papal infallibility was
written was scarcely dry before the Italian people, with ex-
traordinary unanimity, determined fo reject it, not merely
because dt was the introduction of a naw principle of faith
hitherto unrecognized, but because they could easily see that
it would place them, and their children after them, under
Jesuit dominion and dictation. They realized that its accept-
ance would involve them in the obligation to submit to the
absolute temporal rule of the pope, in whose selection they
had no voice, and to those whom he should think proper to
put over them, whether fit or unfit, and thus put an end to
all popular demands for the right of political self-.government.
It involved no question of religious faith, as the faith had
been handed down to them by their fathers; nothing what-
soever which involved their duty to God, otherwise than as
presumptuous men, to answer their own selfish ends, were
striving ta convert the pope into a God upon earth, and
themselves into his plenipotentiaries. Influenced solely by
this conviction, and stimulated by the success the people of
the United States had won, they merely abolished the tempo-
ral power of the pope, and created a constitutional form of
civil government, which places satisfactory limitations upon
the authority of their king, and establishes representative
political institutions, which provide that their voice shall be
heard in the enactment of public laws. In this they have
taken a long stride in the direction of government “of the
people, for the people, and by the people.” They have cast
off’ pelitical absolutism—which the Jesuits commend to us as
“¢ Catholicity ”—and have assumed the station and dignity of
an independent people. They have converted a priest-ridden
oligarchy into a nation. On this account, and this alone,
they have made themselves the special objects of Jesuit ma-
lIevolence, for the simple reason that the monarchical society
of Jesuits has never, gince its beginning, relented in its vin-
dictive opposition to every form of civil government which
recognizes the people as the source of political power. By
the-most fundamental principles of its organization it is for
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bidden to sympathize with the sentiment of personal inde-
pendence, or to allow its members to acquire the dignity
of manhgod necessary for partlclpatlon in the affairs of
government,

In the face of the fact that the Italian people have not
changed the religious convictions they have maintained for
hundreds of years with steadfast fidelity, and in the face
also of the successes of Protestantism as universally recog-
nized, the Jesuits employ the extorted decres of papal in-
fallibility as the basis of an argument to prove that the pope
is divinely endowed with such spiritual sovereiguty over na-
tions and peoples as entitles him to prescribe, at his own
personal will and pleasure, such laws and regulations, con-
cerning both faith and morals, as are necessary for the gov-
ernment of society and the conduet of individuals through-
out the world. - Within the circle of this extraordinary and
unlimited jurisdiction, they make no distinction between
spirituals and temporals,—never failing to make the power
over the former sufficiently comprehensive to embrace the
latter, accordingly s the pope himself shall decide. Hence
they infer that this papal jurisdiction is not subject to any
other Jimitation than such as he shall establish, and that it
may, consequently, be rightfully enlarged so as to exact sub-
mission from all, and set aside all requirements in conflict
with it. And the result they reach—as logically following
this premise—is, that the refusal of obedience to the pope,
within this eomprehensive jurisdiction, violates the law of
God, and is heresy. Therefore, as the Jesuits believe -that
the separation of Church and State by the Italian people is
heresy, so they are required also to believe that all civil in-
stitutions which bave grown out of that separation-—Ilike
those of the United States—not only have the curse of God
resting upon them, but that they are the divinely chosen
messengers of heaven to bring them within this enormous
circle of papal dominion.

‘ In assigning these powers to the pope alone, they entlrely g
ignore everything associated with the original and primitive
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organization of the Christian Church, and especially the im-
portant fact that it was not uniil the beginning of the sixth
century t®at the bishop of Rome succeeded in acquiring the dis-
tinctive title of pope.* Before that time they had exercised at
Rome only such powers as metropolitan bishops elsewhere—
each of them having been called pape or pope. When the
Roman bishop acquired by usurpation the exclusive title o1
the pope, the other metropolitan bishops were reduced to a con-
dition of inferiority and subordination, and he then required
only the temporal power to assure to h:m the power and juris-
diction the Jesuits now claim for him. It took several hundred
years of conflict within the Churches and with the civil powers
to accomplish this, and was only accomplished at last by
subduing impotent kings, and so uriting the power of the
Church with that of the State as to hold ignorant popula.
tions in subjugation. And now that the Italians, after sub-
mitting to this humiliation for more than a thousand years,
and finding all the sources of their prosperity withered up,
have abolished and destroyed this illicit and usurped temporal
power, and taken into their own hands the administration of
their own temporal affairs—obeying the example set them by
the people of the United States—the Jesuits employ all their
energies to reverse this popular verdict, and plunge them
again into the dreary chasm from which they have escaped.
The Jesuits are subtle disputants. When they talk
about the papacy reconciling itself to any form of government,
they reserve to themselves the meaning that it does not in-
terfere—either in monarchies or republics—with such local
and limited affairs as pertain to the common and ordinary
interests of society in. the management of counties, town-
ships, cities, and municipalities. These may be conducted
without complaint, under one form of government as well as
‘another, and are held to be such temporal affairs as the pope
may exclude from his spiritual jurisdiction without any vio-
s Universal Church History, By Alzog. Vol I, p. 674, This

reeogmzed papal authority, in orderto be as nearly exact as posmble,
fixes it in the year 510. :
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lation of the divine law. But when measures of public
policy pass ‘beyond these local and limited spheres, and in-
volve matters which the pope shall decide to have relation
to the Chureh, to the papacy, to faith, or to morals, his juris-
diction attaches, and, according to the Jesuits, he possesses
the divine right to regulate and direct them. So that, when
civil institutions are constructed—no matter in what form—
by which Church and State are separated and the freedom
of religious belief is guaranteed, as they are by the Consti-
tution of the United States, they are brought within this
unlimited jurisdiction of the pope, and he may pass such
sentence of condemnation upon them as he shall deem neces-
sary to maintain his own infallibility, as well as his spiritual
and temporal power. If, in the execution of this extraordi-
nary spiritual power, the pope and the Jesuit general at Rome
shall unite in a decree that all such institutions shall be op-
posed, resisted, and overthrown, the Jesuit militia are always
ready to pay obedience, because it is one of the fundamental
maxims of their society, that when .thus commanded, with
reference to anything concerning the Church, the papacy,
faith, or morals, disobedience is visited with divine dis-
pleasure. ' -

Before he entered Rome with his victorious troops, and
with the hope of pacifying the pope, Vietor Emmanuel, the
liberator of the Italian people, addressed an affectionate
letter to Pope Pius IX, calling him ‘‘the chief of Catho-
licity,” and expressing the hope and intention that nothing
should be done inconsistent * with the inviolability of the
sovereign pontiff and of his spiritual authority, and with the
independence of the Holy See.” But this kindly spirit was
not reciprocated by the irascible pope, who excitedly rejected
the overture of pacification. Therenpon the victorious
troops entered the city of Rome, and terminated the tempo-
ral dominion of the pope, which had rested upon the Italian
people with crushing weight for nearly fourteen hundred
years. Then the pope, having lost his royal diadem—noth-
ing more—and with the view of preseribing it as an article
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of faith that it should be recovered again, caused his Cardi-
nal Secretary of State to notify Victor Emmanuel to that
effect. This he did as follows:

““] h#ve the command from his holiness to declare, and
the undersigned does hereby declare in the august rame of
his holiness, that such usurpation is devoid of all effect, is null
and invalid, and that it can never convey any prejudice to
the indisputable and lawful rights of dominion and of pos-
session, .whether of the holy father himself, or of his succes-
sors in perpetuity; and, although the exercise of these rights
may be forcibly prevented and hindered, yet his holiness
both knows his rights, intends to conserve them intact, and
r -enter at the proper time into their actual possession.”

These are expressive words, and every Jesuit interprets
them to mean that, having the direct approval of an infal-
lible pope, they impose the religious obligation of obedience
upon all the members of their society, and that it will be
offensive to God if they shall cease their struggle for the
restoration of the temporal power before it is accomplished.
Therefore they so enlarge the spiritual jurisdiction and
authority of the pope as to make the question of the resto-
ration of his temporal power an international one, so that he
ghall have the divine right to require all professing Chris-
tians to obey him in all matters relating to that question,
no matter under what Government, or in what part of the
world they may live. The refusal of this obedience is held
by them to be heresy. Consequently, when the Roman
Catholic people of Italy abolished the temporal power of the
pope, remaining in all other respects faithfui to the historic and
traditional teachings of the Church, the Jesuits made an or-
ganized appeal to all the Roman Catholies throughout the
world, to unite themselves into a politico-religious party, in
‘order. to restore the temporal power, and thereby to teach
their Christian brethren in Italy that they have no right to
govern themselves by laws of their own making, and that by
irreligionsly asserting that right, in imitation of the heretical
people of the United States, they have themselves become
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heretics. In point of fact, the Jesuit appeal is made to pop-
ulations entirely foreign to the people of Italy, inviting these
foreign pop;ﬂations to subvert the civil institutions the latter
have established for themselves, by forcibly substituting the
pope as an arbitrary and irresponsible monarch, without any
constitutional check, for a constitutional king whose powers
have been placed under satisfactory restraint. The pope
himself, when he realized that he was about to lose his
.crown, talked about the two hundred millions of Roman
Catholics scattered throughout the world, who were to be
excited to this conflict with the Italian people; and the
Jesuits consider themselves specially assigned to the duty of
massing the forces of this great papal army, and directing its
movements. In that capacity, and with that secret pur-
pose, they have distributed themselves throughout the popu-
lous parts of the United States, crowding into our cities, and
employing their tireless energies in the work of educating a
considerable portion of our people, both old and young, in
the religious belief that it is their Christian duty to snatch
the crown from the head of the constitutional king of Italy,
where those of their own religious faith have placed it, and
‘restore it to the pope, from whose head they removed it by
employing the same sovereign power which the people of the
United States invoked when they lald the foundations of
their own institutions.

It is a serious thing, too serious to be disregarded, to
know that, under protection of the liberalism of our laws,
there are scattered among our people those who are striv-
ing to entangle us in alliances which can have no other
end than to disturb the quiet of the nation, and endanger the
public welfare. The sacrifices made by the American people
in behalf of the right of self.government entitle them to be left
to themselves in the undisturbed enjoyment of that right.
They have shown themselves wise enough to understand the
causes which led to the decay of former nations, and discreet
enough to: avoid them. Among these causes the union of
Church and State has always been conspicuously prominent;
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wherefore they found it necessary to put an end to this
union, by leaving the Church independent in the spiritual,
and the Sate equally so in the temporal sphere. This sepa-
ration constitutes a great and important political fact, wholly
distinct from any of the forms or principles of religious be-
lief, and practically embodies the American idea—perpetu-
ated in Protestantism—that the right to perfect and un-
trammeled freedom of conscience is not derived by concession
from either spiritual or temporal monarchs, but from the in-
alienable laws of nature. In view of the past experience of
mankind, it secemed clear to them that the best form of gov-
ernment ia that which guarantees this natural right to each
individual, to be enjoyed as a political right, without asy
restraint whatsoever. In no other way can free popular gov-
ernment ever become possible. They believed also that man.
kind bad been held long enough in inferiority and bondage
by the combined influence of Church and State despotism,
and that inasmuch as they had been providentially placed
in possession of a new and undeveloped continent, it was not
only wise but best for them and their posterity that, in
establishing their Government, they should make the further
union of Church and State impossible, unless some alien
power should be strong enough to overthrow their institu- .
tions, or they should fall into decay by means of the corrup.
tions engendered by this fatal union, as other Governments
had fallen. It was an experiment, hitherto unsuccessful,
and was consequently observed by multitudes throughout the
world with intense solicitude. If there were any who con-
gidered the experiment injudicious, and likely to prove a -
failure, but little time elapsed before their doubts were dissi-
pated by the results accomplished—results which all who are
rightfully entitled to American citizenship, now accept as a
precious inheritance from the founders of the Republie. Our
institutions are no longer an experimeunt; they have become
actual and accomplished reality. And it is not now the time
for us to think of turning back to the bondage of movarch-
ism, a8 we should indicate the desire to do by denying to the
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people of Italy the right to imitate our example by separat-
ing Church and State, and governing themselves by laws of
their own’ making. They who invite us to this are counsel-
ors of evil. -

That the Jesuits are not content with the separation of
Church and State is a fact too palpable for eontradiction.
Hence the readiness with which they engage in the organiza-
tion, in this country, of a politico-religious party pledged to
restore the pope’s temporal power, notwithstanding such a
party is condemned by the spirit of our institutivns, and is
regarded by the general public as impolitic, inexpedient, and
hazardous; and inasmuch as they have chosen to thrust this
issue upon us, we are not permitted to become indifferent to
it, or shrink from our responsibility of citizenship under a
Government entitled to our patriotic allegiance. Such an
issue can not be evaded, and must be met with fearlessness
and becoming candor, If one is informed that a poisonous
viper is colled up under & pillow upon which he is about to
lay his head, he will instinctively strive after the means nec-
essary to escape its fangs. So, when apprised that ecunping
and adroit adversaries, like the Jesuits, are plotting against
cherished and vital principles of our institutions, the obliga- |
tion to make ourselves familiar with their principles, policy,
and history becomes imperative. Being forewarned, we shal
have no excuse for not being forearmed. S

We must do nothing, either now or hereafter, forbidden
by our national character, or by the liberalism we prize so
highly. = Our Constitution amply protects the rights of free
-8peech, free thought, and a free press, all of which must be
held inviolable; but violence is manifestly done to the spirit
of patriotism which guarantees this protection when it is de-~
manded of any portion of our population that they shall
participate in the work of undoing, in any degree whatso-
ever, what the founders of the Government considered fun.
damental. - We are prohibited from submitting to anything
that shall tend, even by possibility, to subject the people to
any sovereignty, either spiritual or temporal, higher than
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themselves, in such matters as involve- their own happiness
and welfare. It would be well, consequently, for those who
are seeking to accomplish this, to Jearn that the world is
large edough for them and us; that there are other fields
wherein better grounds of hope are furnished for re-welding
the fragments of shattered monarchies; and that, when they
avail themselves of the tolerance of our institutiors to assail
their foundations, they become intruders into a peaceful and
harmonious circle, where, but for them, universal peace and
quiet would prevail.

In his conflict with the Italian people for the re-possession
of the temporal power, by overthrowing the Coustitutional
Government they have established, the pope could not find
another ally so formidable as the Jesuits, nor one with such
implacable hatred of liberalism and popular government.
Their society is so united and compact that its ranks can not
be broken. They are everywhere the same, moved by a
common impulse, under the dictation of their general in
Rome. They are the deadly enemies of civil and religious
liberty, Nothing that stands in their way can become so
sacred as to escape their vengeance. Protestantism has borne
no fruits to which they have ever been reconciled. They
consider the Reformation which gave birth to it to have been
‘criminal resistance to the only rightful authority upon earth—
that which proceeds from Church and State combined. They
believe that the condition of mankind during the Middle
Ages, stagpering under the weight of feudal oppression, was
preferable to modern progress and enlightenment; that hu-
man happiness would be promoted by the return to that
period; that the political right of self-government by the
‘people can not be set up against the higher right of papal
and monarchical power; that the progress of the advancing
nations is delusive and uunsubstantial; and that institutions
which guarantee civil and religious freedom, if not arrested
by some coercive power strong enough to put an end to them,
will lead, through heresy, to social ruin and desolation. If,
at the period of the Reformation, this society had not been
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established for the express purpose of counteracting its influ.
ence, & knowledge of the difference between primitive Chris-
tianity agd the prevailing dogmas might have led to such
reforms as would have reconciled Christians to dwell together
in peace and concord. But when a dove should have been
sent forth bearing the olive-branch of Christian charity, this
society sprang from the brain of a disappointed military ad-
venturer, and began at once to scatter the seeds of strife and
discord. Almost from the beginning it has been a disturber
of the peace of nations, suffering only such as have bestowed
patronage upon it to eseape its maledictions and its plottings.
The members of this society are numerous and powerful
in the United States. They are constantly increasing, mainly
by accessions from their drilled and disciplined companions
in Europe, but also by conversions of unsuspecting young
men, who are seduced by their vain and supercilious preten~
sions as educators. They are, as they have always been,
selfish and vindictive—restless under opposition, and compro-
mising in nothing. They have neither country, nor homes,
nor families, nor friendships beyond the limits of their order—
none of the affections of the heart which give charm to life
and social intercourse—being required to abandon all these
and fit themselves for uninquiring obedience to their general,
whose commands, whether right or wrong, good or bad, they
have solemnly vowed to execute, without the least regard for
consequences. Having persistently refused to become recon-
ciled to the forms and methods of Christian civilization which
prevail among our Protestant population, they employ all the .
resources they can command in endeavoring to arrest them.
They insist that Church and State shall be united whereso-
ever they are separate, and that the basis of such union shall
be the subordination of the State to the Church, Self:gov-
ernment by the people is held by them to be violative of the
divine law, and on that account may rightfully be resisted as
heretical, when its overthrow can be assured, They will
allow no rights to exist in either States, peoples, or individ--
uals, against what they consider the prerogatives of their so-



2882 Vatican Assassins

30 FOOTPRINTS OF THE JESUITS.

ciety as defined by their general,-who, in their estimation,
possesses the divine right to enlarge or contract them at his
own pleasure. There must be no limitation to the power
and independence of the pope, either in the spiritual or tem-
poral domain, except where the interests of their society
command otherwise; they must be full, absolute, unques-
tioned, to the extent defined by himself. His liberty must
be such that he may, at his own discretion, curtail the liber-
ties of all others. His spiritual sovereignty must include
whatsoever he shall embrace within it. Neither the existence
nor the extent of this sovereignty must be brought in ques.
tion before any human tribunal; but he alone shall define
it, together with the charaeter of the obedience he shall
exact. Andif, in the course of the papal economy, he should
ever find it necessary to hold in ose hand emblems of har-
mony and peace, this restless and uncompromising society
stands always ready to place the rod of chastisement in the
other,

The conflict of opinions, therefore, in which the Protest-
ant people of the United States find themselves engaged is
not of their own inviting, They are unwilling parties to-it.
It had its origin in the spirit of aggression which prevails
among those who have stronger sympathy for an alien
power than for the right of self-government, and, on account
of their peculiar fitness for the work, it will engage every
Jesuit tongue and pen in the land. Because of this, a sense
of both duty and security demands that the history and
character of this skilled and powerful adversary—alien in
birth, growth, and sentiment—should be understood; as also.
the eauses which have led to the expulsion of the Jesuits
from every country in Europe, the public odium which has
rested upon them for many years, their long-continued dis-
turbance of the peace of pations, and the final suppression
and abolition of their society by one of the best and most
eslightened of the popes. In view -of.the obligation to pre-
serve our civil institutions as they are, not only for ourselves
and. our children, but for the multitudes who shall seek shel-



Suppressed Anti-Jesuit Documents 2883

INTRODUCTORY. 31

ter under them, we have no right to become éither indiffer-
ent or inactive in the presence of such assailants, who com-
placently fling defiance in our faces, and seek to impregnate
the free anfl pure atmosphere of our schools and seminaries
of learning with the poison of monarchism. ‘“Against the
insidious wiles of foreign influence,” said Washington, ** the
jealougy of a free people ought ever to be constantly awake,
since history and experience prove that foreign influence is
one of the most baneful foes of republican government.”
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CHAPTER II
. .
IGNATIUS LOYOLA, FOUNDER OF THE ORDER.

[ Iz is of little consequence to the general reader what
place in history is assigned to Ignatius Loyola, apart from
the fact that he was the founder and originator of the soci-
ety of Jesuits, and lived long enough to stamp upon it the
impress of his own personality. He availed himself of that
organization to maintain among its members the vain and
“impious assumption of his equality with God, and in that way
obtained such complete mastery over them that, in explanation
and justification of their slavish' obedience, they represent
bhim as having possessed miraculous powers.: They assign to
him the performance of more miracles than Christ, and do
not hesitate to record that he not only restored the dead to
life, but, in one conspicuous case, gave life to a child born
jdead! The silly stories of this character, told of him in ap-
parent seriousness, can have no other effect than to impose
upon and encourage ignorant and superstitious people, and
are undoubtedly repeated by his Jesuit biographers for this
purpose. They geem never to have realized that the world
has grown wiser, and that the period has passed when ﬁctmns
and myths can be proclaimed as realities,

"The life of Loyola was written, soon after his death, by
Rabadenira, one of his Jesuit followers, who had known him
intimately. Of course, under such circumstances, his state-
ment of personal characteristics was presumably reliable,
What he stated in the first edition was professedly based upon
his own knowledge and what he had learned from Loyola’s
“intimate friends” and “inseparable companions.” And
with these facts before him and fully considered, he de-
clared that his ‘“sanctity was not justified by miracles.”
Some years after, however, it- was deemed expedient that
this concession should be withdrawn entirely, and another
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more favorable to the Jesnits be substituted “for it. Ac-
cordingly, in another edition of the same work, it is stated
that Loygla’s performance of miracles was “ confirmed by
the most authentic proofs and careful examination,”® These
statements are in direct conflict, and can not both be true.
The first bears the impress of veracity because it is consist-
ent with human experience, while the latter shows the trac-
ings of Jesuit fingers too clearly to mislead any thoughtful
and mtelhgent mind, _

- It is singularly strange that in the present reading and
enlightened age, these pretended miracles are cited by Jesu-
its to prove that divine power and authority were conferred
upon Loyola, because God chose him to accomplish special
objects in his name; when the very things which, as they al-
lege, he was providentially appointed to defeat, have trans-
pired in spite of him, his successors, and all their followers.
The suppression of the Reformation and the extirpation of \
Protestantism—its legitimate fruit—were the avowed pur-

- poses of himself and his society, because, according to them, ;
the curse of God rested upon these as the excess of unpar-
donable heresy. For the accomplishments of these objects :
he converted the members of his society into a compact body
of militja, and placed in their hands weapons chosen by him-
eelf, instructing them that they were specially selected as
the executioners of the Divine vengeance, Yet the Ref-
ormation progressed until it marked out new paths of ad-
vancement for the nations; and Protestantism has extended
its beneficent influences until it is to-day the controlling
power in human affafrs, and has even taken possession of
places where the papacy once ruled with sovereign and un-
challenged authority. And the great work thus begun, in
the face of Jesuit maledictions and curses, has not yet ended;
for Protestantism still continues to build up new nations, ele-
vate and improve peoples, and make mankind freer, happier,

1Crit. and Phi. Dictionary. By Bayle. Article “Loyola,” Vol
o, p. em note o, :
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and more prosperous; whilst there has not been a time since
the Jesuits existed as a society when they have not been odi-
ous in all parts of the world, and bave not been regarded as
the plotters of mischief and disturbers of the public peace.
How can a thoughtful mind account for these results by any
known process of human reasoning, if it were true that
Loyola had divine power conferred upon him expressly for
"the purpose of exterminating Protestantism as heresy? And
how, if his society of Jesuits has been providentially en-
dowed with faculties to consummate his ends, could it have
happened that one of the wisest and best of the popes—for
whom infallibility is now claimed—was constrained to con-
demn it by positive suppression, and to declare, under the
solemn responsibilities of his sacred office, that it was not
worthy of longer existence? But leaving these questions unan-
swered for the present, it is sufficient to say here that no qual- -
ities possessed by Loyola, whatsoever they were, can oblige
the present age to recognize his society as entitled to any
such prerogatives and immunities as exempt it from having
its real worth tested by the rules universally accepted as ap-
‘plicable to human conduct and affairs. It must now be tried
by these rules; and if it shall be found that its conduct has
been marked by wrong and injustice, its boastful claim of
superiority will appear to every investigator as merely vain
and presumptuous.

That Loyola was shrewd and sagacious, and lald his plans
with a full and intelligent comprehension of* the ends he had
in view, ought not to be denied. When engaged in framing
the constitution of the Jesuvits, he was familiar with the
troubles existing in the Church, and with the prevailing pub-
lic sentiment with reference to their causes; that is, the un-
fitness for the proper discharge of spiritual functions of those
charged with their exercise. The Jesnits themselves assert
this, in explanation of the necessity for the establishment of
theirs as a new society, declaring that the numerous orders
then existing—such as the Benedictines, Dominicans, Fran-
ciscans, Minorites, and others—were incompetent to arrest the



Suppressed Anti-Jesuit Documents 2887

IGNATIUS LOYOLA. : 36

decline of the Church, on account of their own need of re-
form. 'Thi;s point in their history should invite the closest
attention and scrutiny, because it shows, in a conspictous
degree, the basis of their assumed superiority over all other
societies and orders which, in the course of time, have bhad
the sanction of the Church. And this scrutiny is desirable,
moreover, inasmuch as it will be seen that the pictures of
demoralization prevailing among the clergy, as they were
drawn by the reformers in their most vivid coloring, had
their accuracy vouched for by Loyola himself, to justify the
eatablishment of his society of Jesuits, not merely because it
would constitute a distinct, independent, and superior organ-
ization, but would bring back all dissenters to obedience,
which he made its main and fundamental principle.

One of the leading Jesuit authorities—an author upon
whom the society relies to-make known that part of its his-
tory considered favorable—endeavors to maintain the propo-
sition that it was absolutely obligatory for Loyola to have
been intrusted with the duty ‘‘of reforming the morals of
the people of Rome,” immediately within the shadow of the
Vatican. He represents the task as * most difficult and im-
portant, as at that time the people were much demoralized,
and indulged in the most frightful excesses,” notwithstanding
the papal Government, with plenary and absolute powers,
bad existed there during all the period of the Middle Ages—
nearly a thousand years. Not content alone with asserting
that the people were demoralized, this same author affirms,
in addition, that Loyola ‘ sought to reform the monastic or- -
ders, and reanimate the priesthood with a holy fervor,”* thus
alleging that the monastic orders and the priesthood were
demoralized like the people, and needed that a new guardian
of their morals, other and better than any the Church had
ever furnished, should be empowered to regulate their ¢on-
duct. In further explanation of the reasons why Loyola

* History of the Society of Jesus. By Daurignac. Vol. I, p. 4.
This work was translated by Clements, and published in Cincinnati
by Walsh, in 1865, | L
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desired to establish the society of *Jesuits, he represents him
as having addressed directly to the pope, Paul III, this ar-
gument: ‘It appears that this society is absolutely neces-
sary for, the eradication of those abuses with which the
Church is afflicted.”® And at another place, referring to the
condition of the Church in Germany, he says it was ** mainly
attributable to the ignorance of the people, and, more dan-
gerous still, to the shortcomings of the priesthood, abandoned
to the gratification of their own passions. In the entire city
of "Worms there was but one priest worthy of respect.”*
Neither Luther nor the reformers could have employed apter
words to justify themselves; nor can those of the present
time, who comment upon the vices which then prevailed
among the clergy, express themselves in stronger language.
The well-established historical fact is, that the same condition
of things existed throughout the leading nations of Europe,
beginning at Rome and reaching out in every direction, hav-
ing the papacy as its commmon center. When the Jesuits,
therefore, bestow their curses upon Luther and other reform-
ers for having proclaimed the necessity for reform in the
Church because of the demoralization of the clergy, they
show their memories to be short in forgetting that their so-
ciety was justified by its founder upon the plea of the same
necessity. '

Loyola was fully advised, also, of the progress made by
the Reformation, and doubtless persuaded himself to believe
that the necessity for reform would be made available by
others of less ambition than himself, who would be likely to
seek for it elsewhere than through the papacy, under whose
auspices so many evils had grown up, unless ke could check
the progress of the Reformation by the creation of some
new and opposing influences which he could himself control.
There were no fundamental points of Christian doctrine in-
volved; and, if there had been, the whole life of Loyola
proves that he would have regarded them of inferior impor-

$ History of the Somety of Jesuas, By Daungnac Vol I, p. 22.
¢ Jbid., p. 40, T
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tance, compared with his main purpose of preventing the
enlightenment of society by free religious thought, and hold-
ing it in obedience to authority superior to itself. The
friendly atthor already quoted declares his object to have
been ‘‘to re-establish those principles of submission and dis-
cipline which alone can insure obedience to legitimate au-
thority;”* that is, to the combined authority of Church and
State, as no other was at that time considered legitimate by
him, or has ever been by his soctety since then.

- 'The acute and penetrating intellect of Loyola enabled
him to foresee that, unless some new method of counteract-
ing the effects of the Reformation should be discovered, the
disintegration of the Church, already begun, could not be
arrested. The difficulties surrounding this problem were in-
creased by the fact that the papacy had been urable to put
a stop to its own decline; and accordingly he tazed his in-
ventive faculties, not to reform doctrine—for that was not
needed beyond the points interpolated upon the primitive
faith by the ambitious popes—but to prevent the decay of
papal and ecclesiastical power. Undoubtedly it was his pur-
pose that whatsoever plan he might adopt should supersede
the old methods to which the Church had been long accus-
tomed, and which had the sanction of numerous popes and
many centuries of time. He intended to enter upon an ex-
periment, the chief recommendation of which was, that it
required new paths to be marked out in preference to those
which had acquired the approval of antiquity. But he was
careful to see, at every step he took, that whatsoever was
done should inure to his own credit in the accomplishment
of such ends as were suggested by the burning ardor and
ambition of a goldier; in other words, that if good results
ensued, they should be attributed to himself, and neither to
the pope, nor to the Church, nor to the ancient monastic or-
ders. Assuming, as he manifestly did; that all these com-
bined had failed to check the advancing corruptions of the

r

$ History of the Society of Jesus, By Daurignac. Vel. I, p. 40,
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clergy, which had grown up under their protracted auspices,
his inventive and ambitious mind was animated by the hope
of bringing the world to realize that he alone could give to
the orgahized authority of Church and State the vigor and
efficiency necessary to keep society in obedience. Having a
mind thoroughly indoctrinated with the principle of absolute
monarchism, he did not regard it as possible or desirable to
accomplish this in any other mode than by making that the
central and controlling feature of whatsoever pian should be
adopted. Accordingly, in the constitution of the society of
Jesuits, which was the produet of his reflections, he provided
for consolidating in his own hands, as superior or general,
such absolute authority as would subject ail its members to
his individual will, so as to hold them, at all times and un-
der all possible circumstances, in perfect and uninquiring
obedience, surrendering their right to think as completely as
if they had never possessed it. By this method he designed
to annihilate all personal independence, so that freedom of
thought should not, by any possibility, exist in-the society.
He meant to convert all who were brought within the circle
of his influence, from thoughtful and reflecting men into -
mere human automatons, and so to mold and fashion them
that each one should be reduced to a universal and common
level of humiliating submission and obedience. Thus he
hoped to arrest the further development of popular intelli-
gence, so that those who bad been lifted out of the old
grooves of despotism might be plunged into them again, and
guch as had not should be held there in ignorance and super-
stition. This he supposed would defeat the Reformation, in
which event he and his society, as the originator and execu-
tors of the plan, would enjoy the glory of the achievement.
If he had ever exhibited any evidences of great sanctity of
life, this presumption of selfish ambition might have been
rebutted; but he was koown only as an aspiring soldier,
whose early life had been characterized by such follies and
irregularities as prevailed about the courts of royalty at that



Suppressed Anti-Jesuit Documents 2891

IGNATIUS LOYOLA. | 39

time. He had done nothing to raise bim above the charac-
ter of an adventurer. |

Thete, was nothing in the original Jesuit constitution
necessary to Christian faith or to the established doctrines
of the Roman Church. It provided for the organization of
a select body of men, united together professedly to main- E
tain what Loyola chose to call the greater glory of God—
“ad majorem Det gloriam”—by such undefined methods as
might be, from time to time, made known to them by their
general, and without fixing any limitation or restraint upon
either his discretion or authority. There was no preteuse of
adding to or taking from the settled doctrines or dogmas of
the Church; for that could have been done only by the
pope, or by a General Council, or by the two powers acting
conjointly—in unity, It would have been a direct censure
of the Church to have assumed the necessity of this, or to
have solicled authority to undertake it—equivalent to say-
ing that it had failed to provide the necessary means of
maintaining the true faith after many centuries of unlimited
power. It was the duty of Loyola, as a faithful son of the
Church, no less than it was the duty of those who were less
pretentious, to have regarded its faith and doctrines as al-
ready perfect. To have done otherwise would have given
aid and comfort to Luther and the  Reformation. Henea
his pretense of the necessity for the organization of a new
society or order, with special methods of its own hitherto
unknown, clearly indicated a desire to act apart from and
independently of the existing methods and authorities of the
Church, ' - :

No matter, however, what pretenses were made by Loy-
ola, or what his sccretly cherisbed designs were, there is not
the least ground for doubt that his method of establishing
and organizing a new society had no relations whatscever to
the principles of Christian faith—in other words, that the ex-
isting methods wers competent for all practicable and neces-
®ry purposes without it. It was, consequently, temporal
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merely; that is, it had reference exclusively to the manage-
ment of men, 80 as to reduce them to uninquiring obedience.
to such -authority as was set over them. There was nuthing
besides this which the Church and the ancient monastic
orders did not already possess the power to accomplish. The
‘*exercises” he prescribed were, it is true, spiritual in char.
acter—such as penance and mortification of the flesh—but
the Church had already provided these, and they were rig-
idly observed by the monastic orders. The pledge to employ
them, made by the members of the Jesuit society so as to
promote their own spiritual welfare, was merely incidental to
the duty they already owed to the Church, Consequently,
while these *‘ exercises” conformed to the existing obligations
imposed by the Church, the new society projected by Loyola
was intended to furnish the machinery necessary for exacting
obedience—for training and disciplining all who could be in-
fluenced by it for that single purpose. And ia order to ac-
complish effectually this obedience to himself and his new
society, leaving out entirely both the Church and the pope,
he originally designed that the members of the society should
be responsible slone to their general, from whom all the
laws and regulations for their government should emanate.
The pope, as the head of the Church, had not the least au-
thority over these members conferred upon him by the orig-
inal constitution; nor was it intended that they should obey
any other authority than that of their general, because he,
and he alone, was recognized as the sole representative of
God upon earth. There was nothing spiritual in all this, in
the sense in which the Church had defined spiritual things
and the Christian world understood them ; but it made the
society, as Loyola planned. it, temporal merely—a mere police
corps, drilled and disciplined to obedience alone, without the
right either to inquire or decide whether the commands of their
superior were right or wrong. It should surprise no intelli~
gent man, therefore, at learning the fact that the pope hesi-
tated about giving the society his approval, when Loyola
first requested his pontifical ratification of its constitution.
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That Loyola’s original intention was that bis new society
should exact from its members a pledge of fidelity alone to #
himself ald those who should succeed him in its govern-
ment, and not to the Church or to the pope, is plainly to be
seen in the fact that whean he found a few sympathizing
friends to unite with him, he did not submit the plan of
organization to the pope for approval, so as to make it a re-
ligious order like the Dominican, Franciscan, and other an-
cient orders, but sought only from him permission for him-
self and friends to go as missionaries to the Holy Land, to
labor for the conversion of the infidel Turks to Christianity.
That he then contemplated acting, in so far as the move-
ments and operations of his society were concerned, inde-
pendently of the Church and the pope, is evidenced by the
most undoubted authority. The author of the *‘Lives of
the Saints,” a work which has the highest indorsement, says:
‘“In 1534, on the Feast of the Assumption of our Lady, St.
Ignatius and his six companions, of whom Francis [Xavier]
was one, made a vow at Montmartre to visit the Holy Land,
and unite their labors for the conversion of the infidels; or,
if this should be found not practicable, to cast themselves at
the feet of the pope, and offer their services wherever he
thought fit to employ them.”*

It. will be seen, therefore, that it was entlrely conditional
whether or no Loyola would make known to the pope his
new society and the plan of its organization, and ask his
pontifical approval. He had already formed the primary
organization, and obtained from Xavier and his five other
associates the necessary vow of obedience, by which they
had placed themselves entirely under his dominion and con- .
trol. If it should prove practlcable ” for him to plant his
new and independent society in the Holy Land, which pre-
sented a large and tempting field of operations, it was un-
doubtedly his secretly-cherished purpose to do so, without
making his constitution known to the pope, and thus to

6Lives of the Saints, By the Rev, Alban Butler, Vol. XII, art-
icle *8t. Francis Xavier,” December 3, p. 6U3.
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establish in Asia an organization independent of the pope,
and submissive only to himself. DBut if found to be ¢ not
practicable,” then, and only then, he and his companions
would *¢ csbt themselves at the feet of the pope, and offer
their services” to him and to the Church. His military am-
bition, not yet extinguished, was manifestly kindled afresh
by the hope that a whole continent would be opened befere
‘him, where he would find the Oriental methods of obedience
strictly consistent with those he desired to introduce, and
where he could create, unmolested, such influences as, being
introduced into Europe; might counteract those already pro-
duced by the Reformation. But not until he found that he
was balked in this, did he intend to devote himself and his
companions to the immediate work of attempting fo arrest
the progress of the Reformation in Europe, where the exist.
ing methods of resisting it were not under his control. It
was worthy of the founder of the Jesuits to solicit the pope’s
approval of this great missionary scheme, and to conceal from
him, at the same time, his secret purpose to act in the
name of a new society, adverse to the ancient monastic
orders and submissive to himself alone. That this conceal-
ment was studied and premeditated, there can be no reason-
able doubt; and as it was the first step taken by Loyola in
the execution of his plan, he thereby practiced such duplic-
ity and deceit toward the Church and the pope, that these
qualities may well be considered as fundamental in the
society of Jesuits. And there is ample proof in the strange
and eventful history of this society that it has been, from
that time till the present, consistently faithful to this example
of its founder. :

His first successes were, doubtless, flaitering to the pride,
as well as encouraging to the hopes, of Loyola.. Having
succeeded in obtaining the consent of the pope that he and
his companions should become missionaries to the Holy
Land, without having revealed the existence or character of
his society, they were all ordained as priests for that purpose,
‘as none of them had been previously admitted to the priest-
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Lood. Thus equipped, they took their departure for Pales-
tine, with the plan and principles of their organization
locked um in their own iwninds, and the ultimate design of
their ambitious leader known, probably, to himself alone.
They must have commenced their journey with joyful hearts
and rapturous hopes, which soon, however, became chilled
by what Loyola must have considered a sad misfortune,
probably the first he had encouatered since he had received
the wound at the battle of Pampeluna, which disfigured his
person so that he could share no longer in the gay festivities
of the royal court, They were prevented from reaching
Palestine by the war then in progress between the Emperor
Charles V and the Turks, and, after an absence of about a
year, were compelled to return to Europe disheartened, as
may well be supposed, by their failure. This put a new as-
pect upon the fortunes of Loyola. His first advance towards
independence and the acquisition of power had accomplished
nothing favorable to his ambition, and, consequently, it be-
came necessary for him to discover some more promising
field of operations, where no such mishap as he had en-
countered would be- likely to occur again. There was
abundant room in Europe for missionary labor; but he was
now, for the first time, confronted by the fact that his
society could not engage in this work, in the presence of nu-
merous religious orders already in existence, without obtain-
ing for it the express approval of the pope, so that, by this
means, it might be also stamped with a religious charaeter,
in" 50 far as that approval would confer it. He, manifestly,
had not calculated upon a crisis which would make it neces-
sary to submit the provisions of his constitution to the pope,
or to make them known to any others besides those who
were to become members of his society, and were willing to
yicld up their manhood 20 completely as to vow uninquiring
obedience and submission to him and his successors as the
only representatives and vicegerents of God upon éarth, It
can not be supposed that a man of =0 much sagacity as he
undoubtedly possessed, would not have foreseen the difficulty
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in obtaining the approval of the pope to a constitution which
humiliated him by assigniog higher authority to the general
of 2 new society than the Church had confided to him. But
he had gone too far to retreat, and had too much courage to
attempt it; for his courage was never doubted, either upon
the battle-field or elsewhere ; and when he found it absolutely
necessary to visit Rome in order to obtain the pope’s sanc-
tion, he did so, accompanied by Lefevre and Laynez, two of
his companions. Before their departure, however, from
Vicenza in Austrian Italy, where they were assernbled, Loy-
ola deemed it important to announce to his followers, prob-
ably for the first time, the name he had decided to give his
society. He thus instructed them: *‘ To those who ask what
we are, we will reply, we are the Soldiers of the Holy
Church, and we form ¢ The Society of Jesus.’”' This was
evidently suggested by the necessities which then confronted
him. He bad not found it expedient to adopt such a desig-
nation, or to announce that they were ¢ Soldiers of the Holy
Church,” until their attempt to obtain an independent posi-
tion in Palestine had failed. Therefore, these avowals, made
before going to Rome, are justly to be considered as mere ex-
pedients, suggested by the necessity of obtaining the pope’s ap-
proval. The existing religious orders had taken their names
from their founders; but Loyola’s profane use of the sacred
name of the Sonof God, clearly indicated that he intended to
set up for his society a claim for holiness superior to all others.
Or it was assumed as a cover for practices, contemplated by
him, that would not bear inspection in the light. That it was
intended asa reflection upon the ancient monastic orders then
existing, and to express superiority over them, can not be
doubted. In any view, to say the least, it was impudent
and presumptuous, and was generally offensive to the Chris-
tian world. | “

At the time of Loyola’s visit to Rome, Paul III was
pope. When his approval of the new society was solicited,

*Naurignac. Vol.I, pp; 11-12,
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he deemed it indispensable, as a measure of precaution, that
the question should be investigated with the greatest care;
for uutil then no opportunity had been afforded him of
knowing the ultimate purposes of Loyola, or the machinery
he had constructed for executing them. Whether the pope
suspected him of concealment or not, it is impossible now to
tell; but that he had reason to do so is evident from the
most favorable accounts given of the original official inter-
view between them. Then it was that the pope was ap-
prised, for the first time, that the constitution under which
the society of Jesuits had been organized, required a solemn -
vow, by which all the members were pledged to *implicit
and unquestioning obedience to their superior,”® without the
possibility of equivocation or mental reservation; that is, to
Loyola himself as the first general, and to his successors
from time to time thereafter. It required but little delibera-
tion upon the part of the pope to realize that neither the
Church nor the papacy could derive any advantage from
this, but rather injury; for the reason that it would create &
society under the protection of both, and, at the same time,
absolutely independent of both. He therefore hesitated, evi-
dently supposing that his approval under those eircumstances
would drag him into deep waters from which it would not
be easy to escape, and referred the question to a commitiee
of cardinals for thorough and scrutinizing investigation, so
that his final action should be based upon full information.
Loyola was too sagacious not to have anticipated this
difficulty; but he manifestly hoped to escape it in some way,
either by evading or bridging it over, or he would not have
asked the pope to approve the original constitution which
contained it. He certainly did not desire or contemplate
auy change in his original constitution or plan; and there-
fore, when Paul I1I hesitated and appointed a committee of
cardinals to serutinize them, he must have felt a degree of
perplexity to. which his proud and ambitious military spirit

*History of the Jesuits, By Nicolini. Page 27.
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had not been hitherto accustomed to submit uanresistingly.
He could not avoid seeing, however, that if the pope’s final
decision should be adverse to him, it would necessarily be
the death of his society, upon which he had, with inordinate
ambition, fixed his hopes. The occasion constituted the
most serious crisis in his personal fortunes he had ever en-
countered. Success promised him a long list of triumphs;
defeat, nothing but obscurity. Ie had no such intellectual
resources as fitted him for rencounter with those who had,
not*having attended school until after he had reached the
years of manhood, aud not baving then shown any special
aptness for learning. Whatsoever capacity he possessed,
tended in the direction of governing men, his facuilty for
which was developed during his service in the army; and
he must therefore have experienced the consciousness that if
he failed to obtain the sanction of the pope, his career would
be seriously, if not entirely, checked. The future of the papacy
depended upon the successful training of men to obedience;
and Loyola, understanding this, could have had no difficulty
in persuading the pope that a society like his, contrived es-
pecially to suspend the power of human reasoning and re-
duce its members to mere unthinking machines, would more
assuredly produce that result than had been- done by the
very worst forms of absolute despotism which had, for so
many centuries, held the Oriental world in subjugation.

But Loyola’s embarrassment did not amount to discom-
fiture. He may pever have held personal intercourse with
Paul III before; but he understood the papacy, its wants
and necessities, and had ample opportunity to study the char-
acter and penetrate the motives of the pope. For this he
was specially fitted—few men have lived who excelled him
in this respect—and, baving constructed his society upon the,
theory that men were of no value unless persuaded to sur-
render up their personality to superiors, the occasion served
him to address such arguments to the pope as would con-
vinee him that the obedience to authority he had introduced
in his society was just what the existing exigencies of the
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papacy reguired to save it from overthrow. .1t may easily
be seen now-—although the pope may not have then em-
ployed penetration enough to discover it—that he did not
intend to,deal unequivocally and in entire frankness with
the pope, so long as there remained a prospect of obtaining
his end otherwise. He evidently had an accurate concep-
tion of what is meant by the terms confession and avoid-
~ance, in the sense of seeming to consent while not consent-
ing. Thus, in order to remove the objection of the pope
and secure his approval, he suggested another and new obli-
gation to be inserted in the eounstitution of his soctety, pro-
viding that the members should alse take a vow ‘‘of obedi-
ence to the Holy See and to the pope pro tempore, with the
express obligation of going, without remuneration, to what-
soever part of the world it shall please the pope to send
them.”® These words must be read critically in order that
their meaning a3 intended by Loyola, and always since in.
terpreted by the Jesuits, may not be misconceived. Their
true import is, that whilst the members of the society were
to pay obedience to the pope as well as to their general, it -
was qualified as to the former, and absolute as to the latter;
that is, that as they were nominally to have two heads, the
authority of both should, for all practical purposes, center
in one. In point of fact, as amply demonstrated by subse-
quent experience, this new provision did mot{ change the
nature or limit the extent of the obligation of unquestioning -
obedience to the Jesuit general. Its most essential feature
was that which required the members to go wheresoever or-
dered by the pope, without compensation; but with regard
to this and all other duties, and the manner of discharging
them, they were required to obey their general. They could
receive no instructions except those which came from him,
all of which they were required to obey as coming directly
from God. This amendment created no special relations—
or, indeed, any whatsoever — between the pope and the

History of the Jesuits. By Nicolini. Page 27.
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society; for he held po direct intercourse with it. And it
only created such relations between the pope and the general
as obliged the latter to send the members wheresoever the
former d8sired, without remuneration. They remained the
slaves of the general, and not the slaves of the pope. They
obeyed the general, and not the pope, unless ordered to do
so by the general, in which case they paid obedience only to
the latter. But Paul III did not detect the well-concealed
puxposes of Loyola, and may not even have suspected them,
in view of his anxiety to arrest the disintegration of the
Church and the threatened decay of the papacy. Howso-
ever this may have been, the ecunningly-contrived concession
made to him by Loyola was satisfactory to him, notwith-
standing the opposition of one of the committee of cardinals,
and he issued his pontifical bull approving the society of
Jesuits as a religious order. This pledge of fidelity to the
pope, however, has been kept or evaded accordingly as the
interests of the society have from time to time demanded.
Its history shows promicent instances when the decisions of
the popes have been denounced and resisted, and when the
popes themselves have been treated with contempt and defi-
ance. When the Jesuits have found shelter and protection
under the authority of the popes, they bave exalted them to:
absolute equality with God; when otherwise, they have dis-
obeyed and traduced them. )
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ArL the circumstances which attended the origin and
establishment of the society of Jesuits combine to explain,
with unmistakable clearness, the motives which must have
influenced the mind and incited the action of Loyola in
every step he took. They plainly show that his leading and
controlling purpose was to organize a body of men, each one of
whom should be brought into implicit and unquestioning obe-
dience to the authority of their general, and hold themselves
in readiness so long as the society existed, to do, without the
least inquiry into results, whatsoever he should command to
be done, so that they should bave no wills or opinions of -
their own upon any subject over which he should assert juris-
diction. By making this the central and most fundamental
principle of the constitution, he placed his society in direct
antagonism to all intellectual progress and enlightenment—to
everything that tended to dignify and elevate mankind. No
one, therefore, ought to' wonder that it has produced more
disturbance in the world than any other organization that
has-ever existed; or, if it were out.of the way, could ever
exist again, - _

The constitution was locked up in the secret archives of
the society for more than two hundred years, many of its
details haviog been unknown, it is said, even by a consider-
able portion of the members, whose submissive obedience.
must have reduced them to the condition of trained animals.
“This concealment by a society professedly religious could
not have been favorable to Christianity, and must have been
the cousequence of some sinister motive, as subsequent de-
velopments have shown, This is a fair inference from the
reluctance with which the constitution was surrendered
when the French Government demanded its exposure. The
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facts connected with the proceedings of the French Parlia-
ment, when they compelled the society to make it kunown,
justify the belief that there must have been some special
reason for'its long concealment, and that the public odium,
so long resting upon it in France, was attributable, among
osther things, to the secrecy of its proceedings. And when it
is considered that the strong and vigorous measures adopted
by the Parliament to extort the constitution by dragging it
from its hiding-place, transpired at & time when Protestant-
ism had no control whatsoever over the public affairs of
France, it conclusively proves that the integrity of the
society was suspected by the French people whilst they were
faithful adherents of the Roman Church. Such a fact as
this indicates—what every Jesuit stands ready to deny if
necessary-—that where the society was best known, it was
most suspected and disliked.

The whole machinery of this society was admirably de-
signed to accomplish its complete consolidation. Although
Loyola was neither a theologian nor a learned man, having
obtained almost his entire education after he was thirty years
of age, yet he understood, far better than many who had ac-
quired higher intellectual culture, the springs and motives of
human conduct; and this, supplemented by cunning, which
never deserted him, constituted his leading characteristic. -
As his sole object was to dominate over others by promising
them a place in paradise as a reward for unmanning them-
selves, he studiously excluded all who could not be reduced
to this low condition by training, discipline, and education,
Accordingly, before an applicant could be admitted to pro-
_bation, his whole life and character were closely scrutinized
by the general, if it were in his power tov do so; but if not,
by persons selected as spies, who were ** to live with him and’
examine him,” so as to be able to penetrate his most secret
thoughts.! Upon admission, he was required to confess to a
rector, who was to be recognized by him as holding *¢ the

" % Constitution. Part I, chap.i, 33. Apud Nieolini: History of
the Jesuits, p. 32. '
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place of Christ our Lord,” and from whom nothing should be
concealed—*¢ not oppoesing, not contradicting, nor showing an
opinion in any case opposed to his opinion.”* When the
probationer was found by these tests qualified for member-
ship—that is, when it was ascertained that he had no will of
his own, but was fitted by nature and inclination for a state
of complete bondage—he was required to recognize the gen-
eral of the society as occupying the place of God, and as pos-
sessing absolute authority over him, with the right to exact
absolute obedience from him. He was reduced to the eondi-
tion of & mere inanimate machine, with no discretionary power
whatsoever over his own emotions, opinions, or actions. This
obligation is thus expressed in the constitution: “ He must
regard the superior as Christ the Lord, and must strive to
acquire perfect resignation and denial of his own will and
judgment, in all things conforming his will and judgmeut to
that which the superior wills and judges.”® And, in order to
assure, beyond the possibility of mistake, the complete sur-
render of all individuality, and to bring the probationer
down to the lowest possible degradation, his uninquiring obe-
dience is defined and exacted in these words: * As for holy
obedience, this virtue must be perfect in every point—in ex-
ecution, in will, in intellect—doing what is enjoined with all
celerity, spiritual joy, and perseverance; persuading our-
selves that everything is just; suppressing every repugnant
thought and judgment of one’s own, in a certain obedi-
emce; . . . and let every one persuade himself that he
who lives under obedience should be moved and directed,
under Divine Providence, by his superior, just as if he were
a corpse (perinde ac st cadaver esset), which allows itself to
be moved and led in any direction.” *

It would be hard to find, in any written or spoken lan-
guage words more expressive than these of the complete

* Constitution. Part IV, chap. x, 35, Apud Nicolini: Hlstory ot
‘the Jesuits, p. 33.

3 Const. Part 117, cha,p 1,%23 Ibid,

¢ Const. Part VI, chap.i,31. Ibid.
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eradication of all sense of personality, unless it be some else-
where employed in the same society to express the same
or equivalent ideas. In the Prague edition of the * Insti-
tutes,” th® following is given as the language of one of its
decrees: ¢“ It behooves our brethren to be pre-eminent in
true and absolute obedience, in abnegation of all individ-
ual will and judgment.”® The Jesunit Bartoli, in his history
of Loyola, expresses the meaning of the constitution in sub-
stantially’ the same words, thus: * An entire abnegafion of
their own will, of their own judgment.”® Xlsewhere he says the
members must act.*‘ according to the pleasure of the supe-
rior.”7 Again: *“ What can be more complete than our sub-
mission to the orders of our superiors in everything that
concerns our state of life, the places we are to dwell in, the
employments, the offices we are to be engaged in.”® And
again, this submission to the will and judgment of the supe-
rior, or general, is called ‘‘renouncing our own judgment,”
“the aunihilation of self,” *“ complete obedience, entire de-
pendence upon the will of others, perfect abandonment of per-
sonal reputation.”?

This self-abnegation, this slavery of the mind, is a worse
form of servitude than the slavery of the body. The latter
places fetters upon the limbs, the former rivets shackles
upon the mind. A brief comparison will illustrate this.
The methods of punishing slaves for disobedience have va~
ried accordingly as masters have been humane or otherwise.
‘Some 